RDA alternatives and options -- LC’s policy decisions for November 2011+
Note:  decisions highlighted in yellow indicate changes from the LC policy decisions during the US RDA Test.
	RDA


	Alternative
	Optional omission
	Optional 
addition

	
	
	
	

	1.4
	“Language/script”

#1:  Record elements in transliterated form for specific languages.  #2:  Giving a name/title/quotation in transliterated form in note depends on application of optional addition to some languages.  (More info in LCPS)
	
	“Language/script of transcribed elements”

Yes, record a transliterated form in addition to found form in other script for specific languages (more info in LCPS).

	1.7.1
	“General guidelines for transcription”

1st paragraph:  Cataloger’s judgment.

2nd paragraph:  Yes, accept if from digital source (e.g., ONIX data for CIP).
	
	

	1.7.4
	
	
	“Adding diacritical marks in transcribed elements”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	1.8.1
	“Recording numerals for serials numbering and date of production, etc., as found for early printed resources”

Yes.
	
	

	1.8.2
	“Form of numerals”

#1:  Yes, as on resource.

#2:  No (not both as appear and form preferred by agency).
	
	

	1.10.2
	“Capitalization for notes”

1st paragraph:  No, use appendix A.

2nd paragraph:  Yes, accept data from digital sources (ONIX data for CIP).
	
	

	2.2.2.2
	“Microforms or computer images with one or more pages, leaves:  use label rather than image of title page, etc. ”

Do not apply to microforms; apply for direct access electronic resources.
	
	

	2.2.2.3
	“Moving-image resources:  use label rather than title frame, etc.”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.3.1.4
	
	“Long title:  abridge”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	

	2.3.1.6
	
	
	“Introductory words:  give title with introductory words as variant title”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	2.3.2.6
	
	
	“Collective title”

#1.  Cataloger’s judgment to give contents as related works. #2.  No for LC; cataloger’s judgment for PCC (giving larger resource as related manifestation, i.e., series access point) -- will be recorded as series title.

	2.3.2.9
	“Resource lacking collective title:  devise a title”

Generally, do not apply.
	
	

	2.3.2.11.1
	“Devised title:  language and script of agency rather than of resource”

Yes, in English.
	
	

	2.3.2.11.3
	“Devised title for moving images:  action/length of each shot as related manifestation”:

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.3.7.3
	“Changes in title proper of integrating resources:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.3.8.3
	“Changes in title proper of serials and multipart monographs:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.4.1.4
	
	“Statement of responsibility:  abridge ”

Generally do not omit info or names, etc.
	

	2.4.1.5
	
	“Multiple statements of responsibility; if more than three persons, etc.”

Generally do not omit.
	

	2.6.2.3
	“Note for serial numeric design. of first issue or part”

Yes, generally.
	
	

	2.6.3.3
	“Note for serial chron. design. of first issue or part”

Yes, generally.
	
	“Chron. designation of first issue or part not in Gregorian/Julian calendar:  add date in Gregorian/Julian calendar”

Yes.

	2.6.4.3
	“Note for serial numeric design. of last issue or part”

Yes, generally.
	
	

	2.6.5.3
	“Note for serial chron. design. of last issue or part”

Yes, generally.
	
	

	2.7.1.4
	
	“Omitting corporate hierarchy in name of producer”

Generally don’t.
	

	2.7.1.5.1
	“Changes in production statements for multipart monographs:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.7.1.5.2
	“Changes in production statements for serials:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.7.1.5.3
	“Changes in production statements for integrating resources: general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.7.2.3
	
	
	“Full address for place of production”

Cataloger judgment.

	2.7.4.4
	
	
	“Statement of function for name of producer”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	2.7.6.3
	
	
	“Date of production not in Gregorian/Julian calendar: add date in Gregorian/Julian calendar.”

Yes.

	2.7.6.4
	“Supplying date for chronogram”

Yes.
	
	“Adding numerals representing chronogram”

No (because “yes” to alternative).

	2.7.6.7
	
	
	“Archival materials:  adding bulk dates”
Cataloger’s judgment.

	2.8.1.4
	
	“Omitting corporate hierarchy in name of publisher”

Generally don’t.
	

	2.8.1.5.1
	“Changes in publication statements for multipart monographs:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.8.1.5.2
	“Changes in publication statements for serials:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.8.1.5.3
	“Changes in publication statements for integrating resources: general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.8.2.3
	
	
	“Full address for place of publication”

Cataloger judgment.

	2.8.4.4
	
	
	“Statement of function for name of publisher”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	2.8.6.3
	
	
	“Date of publication not in Gregorian/Julian calendar:  add date in Gregorian/Julian calendar”

Yes.

	2.8.6.4
	“Supplying date for chronogram”

Yes.
	
	“Adding numerals representing chronogram”

No (because “yes” to alternative).

	2.9.1.4
	
	“Omitting corporate hierarchy in name of distributor”

Generally don’t.
	

	2.9.1.5.1
	“Changes in distribution statements for multipart monographs:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.9.1.5.2
	“Changes in distribution statements for serials:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.9.1.5.3
	“Changes in distribution statements for integrating resources: general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.9.2.3
	
	
	“Full address for place of distribution”

Cataloger judgment.

	2.9.4.4
	 
	
	“Statement of function for name of distributor”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	2.9.6.3
	
	
	“Date of distribution not in Gregorian/Julian calendar;  add date in Gregorian/Julian calendar”

Yes.

	2.9.6.4
	“Supplying date for chronogram”

Yes.
	
	“Adding numerals representing chronogram”

No (because “yes” to alternative).

	2.10.1.4
	
	“Omitting corporate hierarchy in name of manufacturer”

Generally don’t.
	

	2.10.1.5.1
	“Changes in manufacture statements for multipart monographs:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.10.1.5.2
	“Changes in manufacture statements for serials:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.10.1.5.3
	“Changes in manufacture statements for integrating resources: general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.10.2.3
	
	
	“Full address for place of manufacture”

Cataloger judgment.

	2.10.4.4
	
	
	“Statement of function for name manufacturer”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	2.10.6.3
	
	
	“Date of manufacture not in Gregorian/Julian calendar: add date in Gregorian/Julian calendar”

Yes.

	2.10.6.4
	“Supplying date for chronogram”

Yes.
	
	“Adding numerals representing chronogram”

No (because “yes” to alternative).

	2.10.6.7
	
	
	“Archival materials:  adding bulk dates”
Cataloger’s judgment.

	2.11.1.3
	
	
	“Recording additional copyright dates”

Cataloger’s judgment. 

	2.12.8.3
	
	“Omitting ISSN of main series if have ISSN of subseries in series statement”

No.
	

	2.12.16.3
	
	“Omitting ISSN of main series if have ISSN of subseries in series statement”

No.
	

	2.15.1.5
	“More than three identifiers for parts given as span”

No; give each.
	
	“Recording identifiers for whole and for parts in record for whole”

Yes.

	2.20.2.3
	
	“If title given only once on resource, omit source of title note.”

No.
	

	2.20.3.6.2
	“Changes in statements of responsibility for serials:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.20.3.6.3
	“Changes in statements of responsibility for integrating resources: general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.20.4.5.1
	“Changes in edition statements for multipart monographs: general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.20.4.5.2
	“Changes in edition statements for serials:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.20.4.5.3
	“Changes in edition statements for integrating resources:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.20.6.4.1
	“Changes in production statements for multipart monographs:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.20.6.4.2
	“Changes in production statements for serials:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.20.6.4.3
	“Changes in production statements for integrating resources: general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.20.7.5.1
	“Changes in publication statements for multipart monographs:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.20.7.5.2
	“Changes in publication statements for serials:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.20.7.5.3
	“Changes in publication statements for integrating resources:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.20.8.4.1
	“Changes in distribution statements for multipart monographs: general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.20.8.4.2
	“Changes in distribution statements for serials: general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.20.8.4.3
	“Changes in distribution statements for integrating resources:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.20.9.4.1
	“Changes in manufacture statements for multipart monographs:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.20.9.4.2
	“Changes in manufacture statements for serials: general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.20.9.4.3
	“Changes in manufacture statements for integrating resources:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.20.11.5.1
	“Changes in series statements for multipart monographs and serials:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.20.11.5.2
	“Changes in series statements for integrating resources:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	2.20.12.4
	“Changes in frequency:  general note if changes numerous”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	3.1.4.1
	
	
	“If carriers in container, give info about container”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	3.1.4.2
	
	
	“If carriers in container, give info about container”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	3.1.4.3
	
	“Number of units not available, omit number”

Yes.
	“If carriers in container, give info about container”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	3.2.1.3
	“More than one media type:  only predominant or only substantial”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	3.3.1.3
	“More than one carrier type:  only predominant or only substantial”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	3.4.1.4
	
	“Number of units cannot be approximated, omit number”

Yes.
	

	3.4.1.5
	
	“Number of units not ascertained or approximated, omit number”

Yes.
	

	3.4.1.7.1
	
	
	“Computer disc with more than one file:  add statements/records”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	3.4.1.7.5
	
	
	“Online resource with more than one file:  add statements/records”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	3.4.1.9
	
	“Subunits in resources of more than one unit:  omit subunits.

Cataloger’s judgment.
	

	3.4.1.10
	“Incomplete resource:  don’t record extent”

Yes for serials; no for multipart monographs and integrating resources.
	
	

	3.4.1.11.1
	
	
	“Containers given for collection:  also give no. of items”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	3.4.1.11.2
	“Storage space:  other than metric measurements”

Give in inches, cubic inches, feet, cubic  feet.
	
	“Storage space:  also containers or volumes and/or items”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	3.4.4.5
	
	
	“Albums, portfolios:  also number of drawings”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	3.4.5.15
	
	
	“Single portfolio:  number of pages, etc.”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	3.4.5.17
	
	“Comprehensive description for continuously paged volumes:  omit number of pages”

Do not omit pages for multipart monographs; omit pages for serials and integrating resources. 
	

	3.4.5.18
	
	
	“Comprehensive description for individually paged volumes:  add number of pages”

No.

	3.4.5.21
	
	
	“More than one portfolio/case:  add number of pages, etc., in each”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	3.5.1.3
	“Dimensions:  system of measure preferred by agency”

Use inches for discs (3.5.1.4.4) and for tapes of moving images; otherwise follow instructions.
	
	

	3.5.1.4.13
	
	“Dimensions of three-dimensional forms other than globes:  record dimension of container rather than item”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	

	3.5.1.6
	“More than one carrier:  different sizes”

Yes.
	
	

	3.5.2.2
	“Dimension of early printed map to tenth of centimeter”

No.
	
	

	3.5.3.2
	“Dimensions of still image to tenth of centimeter.

Cataloger’s judgment.  
	
	

	3.13.1.3
	
	
	“Recording font size: adding dimensions in points”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	3.16.1.3
	
	
	“Recording sound characteristics:  giving also for resources not consisting primarily of sound”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	3.16.4.3
	“Playing speed of analog tape:  inches per second instead of centimeters per second”

Yes.
	
	

	3.20.1.3
	“Equipment and system requirements as on resource (not rewritten to remove ‘normal and obvious’)”

Cataloger judgment.
	
	

	4.2.1.3
	
	
	“Qualification for terms of availability”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	5.4
	“Language and script for titles of works”

Transliterated title only as a substitute.
	
	

	6.2.1.6
	
	
	“Adding diacritical marks”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	6.2.2.9.2
	“Using conventional collective title + Selections instead of or in addition to recording preferred titles of parts”

Yes:  use “Selections” instead of recording the preferred titles of the parts; if one or more part is especially important, also record the part title(s).
	
	

	6.2.2.10.3
	“Using conventional collective title + Selections instead of or in addition to recording preferred titles of works”

Yes:  use the conventional collective title + “Selections” instead of recording the preferred titles of the works; if one or more work is especially important, also record the work title(s).
	
	

	6.9.1.3
	“More than one content type:  only predominant or only substantial”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	6.14.2.8.6
	“Using conventional collective title + Selections instead of or in addition to recording preferred title of works”

Yes, give in addition to preferred title of works.
	
	

	6.24.1.4
	“Facsimile of Bible:  identify original and facsimile separately, adding year of publication to each”

No.
	
	

	6.27.1.3
	“Collaborative works:  include in preferred access point for work all creators”

No.
	
	

	6.27.1.4
	“Compilations by different persons, etc.:  construct preferred access point using a devised title.

Generally, do not apply.
	
	

	6.27.2.3
	“Access point for 2 or more parts:  add Selections to preferred access point for work as a whole”

Yes.
	
	

	6.28.2.3
	“Access point for 2 or more parts of musical resource:  add Selections to preferred access point for work as a whole”

Yes.
	
	

	6.29.1.8
	“Laws and derived regulations issued together:  use preferred access point appropriate to laws regardless of which mentioned first”

Yes.
	
	

	6.30.2.2
	“Access point for 2 or more parts of sacred scripture:  add Selections to preferred access point for work as a whole”

Yes.
	
	

	7.4.2.3
	“Longitude and latitude:  as decimal degrees rather than degrees, minutes, seconds.

Yes when presented as decimal degrees on the resource.
	
	“Other meridians as details of cartographic content”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	7.15.1.3
	“Recording specific illustration info in addition to or in place of ‘illustration’”

Generally not.
	
	“Adding number of illustrations”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	7.22.1.3
	“Duration if units are of equal length:  give “___ each” rather than total”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	“Adding actual playing time to stated playing time”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	7.25.1.3
	#1.  “Recording scale:  using term rather than fraction for non-cartographic”  Yes.  

#2.  “Estimate scale by comparison with work of known scale”

Generally, no.
	
	

	7.25.1.4
	“More than one scale:  record each separately”

Only when there are two scales.
	
	

	7.26.1.3
	
	
	“Other info with projection statements as other details of cartographic content”

Yes.

	8.4
	“Language and script for names of persons, families, corporate bodies”

Transliterated name only as a substitute.
	
	

	9.2.2.5.2
	“Name of person:  form in language and script of agency”

No.
	
	

	9.2.2.5.3
	“Name in non-Roman script: language by language”

Yes.
	
	

	9.19.1.1
	
	
	“Preferred access points for persons:  additions even if not needed to distinguish”

Yes.

	9.19.1.3
	
	
	“Adding dates of birth/date of person even if not needed to differentiate”

Yes.

	9.19.1.4
	
	
	“Adding fuller form of name of person even if not needed to differentiate”

No.

	9.19.1.5
	
	
	“Adding period of activity of person even if not needed to differentiate”

No.

	10.10.1.3
	
	
	“Adding date(s) of family if aids in identification”

Cataloger judgment.

	10.10.1.4
	
	
	“Adding place associated with family if aids in identification”

Cataloger judgment.

	10.10.1.5
	
	
	“Adding prominent member of family if aids in identification”

Cataloger judgment.

	11.2.2.5.2
	“More than one language form of name for corporate body:  choose form in language preferred by agency”

No.
	
	

	11.2.2.12
	“Transliterated form found on resource rather than systematic romanization based on table”

No.
	
	

	11.13.1.3
	
	
	“Adding place associated with the body if aids in identification”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	11.13.1.4
	
	
	“Adding institution associated with the body if aids in identification”

Cataloger’s judgment.

	11.13.1.5
	
	
	“Adding date associated with the body if aids in identification”

Cataloger’s judgment. 

	11.13.1.7
	
	
	“Adding other designation if assists in understanding nature/purpose of body”

Cataloger’s judgment.  

	16.2.2.5
	“Transliterated form found on resource rather than systematic romanization based on table”

No.
	
	

	A.1
	“General guideline:  use other manual.”

Cataloger’s judgment.
	
	

	B.1
	“General guideline: use other manual.”

No, use appendix + LCPS 1.7.1.
	
	

	E.1.3.2
	#1.  “See reference from a variant access point to two or more authorized access points:  one reference naming all”

No, give the same see reference in multiple authority records.

#2.  “See reference doesn’t give adequate guidance:  provide explanatory see reference”

No, prefer simple see references.   Further information may be in source citations, history notes, etc.
	
	

	E.1.3.3
	#1.  “See also reference from one access point to two or more authorized access points:  one reference naming all”

No, give the same see also reference in multiple authority records.  For sequential relationships of corporate bodies, give only the immediately preceding/succeeding bodies.  

#2.  “See also reference doesn’t give adequate guidance:  provide explanatory reference”

Only for separate identities when more than two names involved (MARC 663 field).  
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