
INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION OF JURISTS
(INTER-AMERICAN)

Convention signed at Rio de Janeiro August 23, 1906
Senate advice and consent to ratification February 3, 1908
Ratified by the President of the United States February 8, 1908
Ratification of the United States deposited at Rio de Janeiro March 9,

1908
Entered into force August 26, 1907; 1 for the United States March 9,

1908
Proclaimed by the President of the United States May 1, 1912

37 Stat. 1554; Treaty Series 565

CONVENTION

INTERNATIONAL LAW

Their Excellencies, the Presidents of Ecuador, Paraguay, Bolivia, Colom-
. bia, Honduras, Panama, Cuba, Peru, the Dominican Republic, EI Salvador,
Costa Rica, the United States of Mexico, Guatemala, Uruguay, the Argen­
tine Republic, Nicaragua, the United States of Brazil, the United States of
America, and Chile;

Desiring that their respective countries should be represented at the Third
International American Conference, sent, thereto, duly authorized to ap­
prove the recommendations, resolutions, conventions and treaties that they
might deem convenient for the interests of America, the following delegates :

Ecuador-Dr. Emilio Arevalo; Olmedo Alfaro.
Paraguay-Manuel Gondra; Arsenio L6pez Decoud; Gualberto Cardus y

Huerta;
Bolivia-Dr. Alberto Gutierrez; Dr. Carlos V. Romero;
Colombia-Rafael Uribe Uribe; Dr. Guillenno Valencia;
Honduras-Fausto Davila.
Panama-Dr. Jose Domingo de Obaldia;
Cuba-Dr. Gonzalo de Quesada; Rafael Montoro; Dr. Antonio Gonzalez

Lanuza;

1 Date of deposit of second instrument of ratification (Pan American Union Treaty
Series No.9, Rev. 1961, p. 15).
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Dominican Republic-E. C. Joubert;
Peru-Dr. Eugenio Larrabure y Unanue; Dr. Antonio Mir6 Quesada; Dr.

Mariano Cornejo;
El Salvador-Dr. Francisco A. Reyes;
Costa Rica-Dr. Ascenci6n Esquivel;
United States of Mexico-Dr. Francisco Le6n de La Barra; Ricardo

Molina-Hiibbe; Ricardo Garcia Granados;
Guatemala-Dr. Antonio Batres Jauregui;
Uruguay-Luis Melian Lafinur; Dr. Antonio Maria Rodriguez; Dr.

Gonzalo Ramirez;
Argentine Republic-Dr. J. V. Gonzalez; Dr. Jose A. Terry; Dr. Eduardo

L. Bidau;
Nicaragua-Luis F. Corea;
United States of Brazil-Dr. Joaquim Aurelio Nabuco de Araujo; Dr.

Joaquim Francisco de Assis Brasil; Dr. Gastao da Cunha; Dr. Alfredo de
Moraes Gomes Ferreira; Dr. Joao Pandia Calogeras; Dr. Amaro Cavalcanti;
Dr. Joaquim Xavier da Silveira; Dr. Jose P. da Gra~a Aranha; Antonio da
Fontoura Xavier;

United States of America-William I. Buchanan; Dr. L. S. Rowe; A. J.
Montague;· Tulio Larrinaga; Dr. Paul S. Reinsch; Van Leer Polk;

Chili-Dr. Anselmo Hevia Riquelme; Joaquin Walker Martinez; Dr. Luis
Antonio Vergara; Dr. Adolfo Guerrero;

Who, after having communicated to each other their respective full powers
and found them to be in due and proper form, have agreed, to establish an
international Commission of Jurists, in the following tenns:

Art. 1. There shall be established an international Commission of Jurists,
composed of one representative from each of the signatory States, appointed
by their respective Governments, which commission shall meet for the pur­
pose of preparing a draft of a Code of Private International Law and one of
Public International Law, regulating the relations between the Nations of
America. Two or more Governments may appoint a single representative,
but such representative shall have but one vote.

Art. 2. Notice of the appointment of the members of the Commission shall
be addressed by the Governments adhering to this Convention, to the Govern­
ment of the United .States of Brazil, which shall take the necessary steps for
the holding of the first meeting.

Notice of these appointme~ts shall be communicated to the Government of
the United States of Brazil before April 1st, 1907.

Art. 3. The first meeting of said Commission shall be held in the City of
Rio de Janeiro during the year 1907. The presence of at least twelve of the
representatives of the signatory States shall be necessary for the organization
of the Commission.
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Said Commission shall designate the time and place for subsequent sessions,
provided, however, that sufficient time be allowed from the date of the final
meeting to permit of the submission to the signatory States of all drafts or all
important portions thereof at least one year before the date fixed for the
Fourth International American Conference.

Art. 4. Said Commission after having met for the purpose of organization
and for the distribution of the work to the members thereof, may divide itseH
into two distinct committees, one to consider the preparation 9f a draft of a
Code of Private International Law, and the other for the preparation of a
Code of Public International Law. In the event of such division being made,
the committees must proceed separately until they conclude their duties, or
also as provided in the final clause of article three.

In order to expedite and increase the efficiency of this work, both com­
mittees may request the Governments to assign experts for the consideration
of especial topics. Both committees shall also have the power to determine
the period within which such special reports shall be presented.

Art. 5. In order to determine the subjects to be included within the scope
of the work of the Commission, the Third International Conference recom­
mends to the Commissions that they give special attention to the subjects and
principles which have been agreed upon in existing treaties and conventions,
as well as to those which are incorporated in the national laws of the American
States, and furthermore recommends to the special attention of the Commis­
sion the Treati~ofMontevideo of 1889 2 and the debates relating thereto, as
well as the projects of conventions adopted at the Second International
Conference of the American States held in Mexico in 1902,S and the dis­
cussions thereon; also all other questions which give promise of juridical
progress, or which tend to eliminate the causes of misunderstanding or con­
flicts between said States.

Art. 6. The expense incident to the preparation of the drafts, including the
compensation for technical studies made pursuant to article four, shall be
defrayed by all the signatory States in the proportion and form established for
the support of the International Bureau of the American Republics, of
Washington, with the exception of the compensation of the members of the
CommiSsion, which shall be paid to the representatives by their respective
Governments.

Art. 7. The Fourth International Conference of the American States shall
embody in one or more treaties, the principles upon which an agreement may

• The International South American Law Congress met at Montevideo, Uruguay,
Aug. 25, 188B-Feb. 18,1889.

• See Message from the President of the United States, Transmitting a Communication
From the Secretary of State, Submitting thfl Report, With Accompanying Papflrs, of thfl
Dfllegatfls of thfl Unitfld Statfls to the Sflcond International Conferflnce of Amflrican Statfls,
HBld at thfl City of Mflxico from October 22, 1901, to January 22, 1902 (U.S. Govern­
ment Printing Office, 1902); S. Doc. 330, 57th Cong., 1st sess.
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be reached, and shall endeavor to secure their adoption and ratification by the
Nations of America.

Art. 8. The Governments desiring to ratify this Convention, shall so advise
the Government of the United States of Brazil, in order that the said Govern­
ment may notify the other Governments through diplomatic channels, such
action taking the place of an exchange of Notes.

In testimony whereof the Plenipotentiaries and Delegates have signed the
present Convention, and affixed the Seal of the Third Internacional American
Conference.

Made in the city of Rio de Janeiro the twenty-third day of August, nine­
teen hundred and six, in English, Portuguese, and Spanish, and deposited
with the Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the United States of Brazil, in order
that certified copies thereof be made, and sent through diplomatic channels
to the signatory States.

For Ecuador-EMILIO AREVALO, OL­
MEDO ALFARO.

For Paraguay-MANuEL GONDRA, AR­
SENIO LOPEZ DECOUD, GUALBERTO
CARDlJS Y HUERTA.

For Bolivia-ALBERTO GUTIERREZ,
CARLOS V. ROMERO.

For Colombia-RAFAEL URIBE URIBE,
GUILLERMO VALENCIA.

For Honduras-FAusTO DAVILA.

For Panama-JosE DOMINGO DE
OBALDiA.

For Cuba-GoNZALO DE QuESADA,
RAFAEL MONTORO, ANTONIO GON­
ZALEZ LANUZA.

For the Dominican Republic-EMILIO

C. JOUBERT.

For Peru-EUGENIO LARRABURE Y
UNANUE, ANTONIO' MIRa QUESADA,
MARIANO CORNEJO.

For the United States of Brazil-JoA­
QUIM AURELIO NABUCO DE ARAuJO,
JOAQUIM FRANCISCO DE ASSIS BRASIL,
GASTAO DA CUNHA, ALFREDO' DE
MORAES GOMES FERREIRA, JOAO
PANOlA CALOGERAS, AMARO CAVAL­
CANTI, JOAQUIM XAVIER DA SILVEIRA,
JOSE P. DA GRAt;A ARANHA, ANTONIO
DA FONTOURA XAVIER.

For EI Salvador-FRANcISCO A. REYES.

For Costa Rica-ASCENSION ESQt:lVEL.

For the United States of Mexico-FRAN­
CISCO LEON DE LA BARRA, RICARDO
MOLINA-HiiBBE, RICARDO GARelA
GRANADOS.

For Guatemala-ANToNIO BATRES JAU­
REGUI.

For Uruguay-LuIs MELIAN LAFINUR,
ANTONIO MARIA RODRIGUEZ, Go)o/­
ZALO RAMIREZ.

For the Argentine Republic-J. V. GON­
ZALEZ, JOSE A. TERRY, EDUARDO L.
BIDAU.

For Nicaragua-LuIs F. COREA.

For the United States of America-WIL­
LIAM I. BUCHANAN, L. S. ROWE, A. J.
MONTAGUE, TULlO LARRINAGA, PAUL
S. REINSCH, VAN LEER POLK.

For Chili-ANSELMO HEVIA RIQl..'ELME,
JOAQuiN WALKER MARTINEZ, LUIS
ANTONIO VERGARA, ADOLFO GUE­
RRERO.


