
PROLONGING OF ARMISTICE WITH GERMANY

Convention signed at Trier, Germany, January 16, 1919, prolonging
and supplementing armistice convention of November 11, 1918:1

Effective from January 17,1919
1919 For. ReI. (Paris Peace Conference,
II) 11; Senate Document 147, 66th
Congress, 1st session

[TRANSLATION]

CONVENTION PROLONGING THE ARMISTICE WITH GERMANY,
JANUARY 16, 1919

The undersigned plenipotentiaries (Admiral Browning taking the place of
Admiral Wemyss), vested with the powers in virtue of which the armistice
agreement of 11th November, 1918, was signed, have concluded the follow
ing supplementary agreement:

1. The armistice of the 11th November, 1918, which was prolonged until
the 17th January, 1919, by the agreement of the 13th December, 1918, shall
be again prolonged for one month, that is to say, until the 17th February,
1919, at5 a.m.

This prolongation of one month shall be extended until the conclusion
of the peace preliminaries, subject to the approval of the allied Governments.

2. The execution of those clauses of the agreement of the 11th November
which have not been entirely carried out shall be proceeded with and com
pleted during the prolongation of the armistice, in accordance with the
detailed conditions fixed by the Permanent International Armistice Com
mission on the instructions of the allied high command.

3. In substitution of the supplementary railway material specified by
Tables 1 and 2 of the Spa protocol of 17th December/ i.e., 500 locomotives
and 19,000 wagons, the German Government shall supply the following
agriculture machinery and instruments:

400 two-engined steam-plow outfits, complete, with suitable plows.
6,500 drills.
6,500 manure distributors.
6,500 plows.
6,500 Brabant plows.

12,500 harrows.

1 Ante, p. 9. For a further prolongation of the armistice convention, see post, p. 28.
• Not printed here.
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6,500 scarifiers.
2,500 steel rollers.
2,500 Croskill rollers.
2,500 mowing machines.
2,500 hay-making machines.
3,000 reapers and binders.

or equivalent implements, according to the scale of interchangeability of vari
ous kinds of implements considered permissible by the Permanent Inter
national Armistice Commission. All this material, which shall be either new
or in very good condition, shall be delivered together with all accessories
belonging to each implement and with the spare parts required for 18
months' use.

The German Armistice Commission shall, between the present date and the
23d January, supply the Allied Armistice Commission with a list of the ma
terial that can be delivered by the 1st March, which must, in principle, con
stitute not less than one-third of the total quantity. The International Armi
stice Commission shall, between now and the 23d January, fix the latest dates
of delivery, which shall, in principle, not extend beyond the 1st June.

4. The offi~ers in Germany delegated by the allied and associated powers
to organize the evacuation of the prisoners of war belonging to the armies of
the entente, together with representatives of the relief associations of the
United States, France, Great Britain, and' Italy shall form a commission
charged with the care of Russian prisoners of war in Germany.

This commission, the headquarters of which shall be in Berlin, shall be
empowered to deal with the German Government direct, upon instructions
from the allied Governments, regarding all questions relating to Russian pris
oners of war.

The German Government shall accord the commission all traveling facili
ties necessary for the purpose of investigating the housing conditions and food
supply of such prisoners.

The allied Governments reserve the right to arrange for the repatriation of
Russian prisoners of war to any region which they may consider most suitable.

5. Naval clauses.-Article XXII, of the armistice agreement of the '11th
November, 1918, shall be supplemented as follows:

In order to insure the execution of such clause, the German authorities
shall be bound to carry out the following conditions:

All submarines capable of putting to sea, or of being towed, shall be
handed over immediately and shall make for allied ports. Such vessels shall
include submarine cruisers, mine layers, relief ships, and submarine docks. All
submarines which can not be surrendered shall be completely destroyed or
dismantled under the supervision of the allied commissioners.

Submarine construction shall cease immediately, and all submarines in
course of construction shall be destroyed or dismantled under the supervision
of the allied commissioners.
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Article XXIII of the armistice agreement of the 11th November, 1918,
shall be supplemented as follows:

In order to insure the execution of such clause, the Gennan commission
shall furnish the interallied naval annistice commission with a complete list of
all surface vessels constructed or in course of construction (launched or on the
stocks) , specifying probable dates of completion.

Article XXX of the annistice agreement of 11th November, 1918, shall
be supplemented as follows:

In order to insure the execution of such clause, the allied high command
infonns the German high command that all possible measures must be taken
immediately for delivery, in allied ports, of all allied merchantmen still de
tained in Gennan ports.

6. Restitution of material carried off from Belgian and French territo
ries.-As restitution of material carried off from French and Belgian territory
is indispensable for setting factories once more into working order, the follow
ing measures shall be carried out, viz:

(a) All machinery, machinery parts, industrial or agricultural plant, ac
cessories of all kinds and, generally, all industrial or agricultural articles car
ried off by Gennan military or civilian authorities or individuals, under any
pretext whatever, from territories fonnerly occupied by the German armies
on the western front, shall be placed at the disposal of the Allies for the
purpose of being returned to their places of origin, should the French and
Belgian Governments so desire.

These articles shall be returned without further alteration and undamaged.
(b) In view of such restitution, the German Government shall immedi

ately furnish the armistice commission with all official or private accounts,
agreements for sale or hire, or correspondence relating to such articles, to
gether with all necessary declarations or information regarding their exist
ence, origin, adaptation, present condition and locality.

(c) The delegates of the French or Belgian Government shall cause in
ventories or examinations of such articles to be made on the spot in Germany,
should they think fit.

(d) The return of such articles shall be effected in accordance with special
instructions to be given as required by the French or Belgian authorities.

(e) With a view to immediate restitution, declarations shall more particu
larly be made of all stocks of driving belts, electric motors and parts thereof,
or plant removed from France or Belgium and existing in depot parks, rail
ways, ships, and factories.

(I) The furnishing of the particulars referred to in articles 3 and 6 hereof
shall commence within eight clear days from the 20th January, 1919, and
shall be completed in principle before the 1st April, 1919.
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7. As a further guarantee, the supreme allied command reserves to itself
the right to occupy, whenever it shall consider this desirable, the sector of the
fortress of Strassburg formed by the fortifications on the right bank of the
Rhine, with a strip of territory extending from 5 to 10 kilometers in front of
such fortifications, within the boundaries defined on the map appended
hereto.s

The supreme allied command shall give six days' notice prior to such oc
cupation, which shall not be preceded by any destruction of material or of
buildings.

The limits of the neutral zone will, therefore, be advanced by 10 kilometers.
8. In order to secure the provisioning of Germany and of the rest of Eu

rope, the German Government shall take all necessary steps to place the Ger
man fleet, for the duration of the armistice, under the control and the flags of
the allied powers and the United States, who shall be assisted by a German
delegate.

This arrangement shall in no wise affect the final disposal of such vessels.
The Allies and the United States shall, if they consider this necessary, re
place the crews either entirely or in part, and the officers and crews so replaced
shall be repatriated to Germany.

Suitable compensation, to be fixed by the allied Governments, shall be
made for the use of such vessels.

All questions of details, as also any exceptions to be made in the case of
certain types of vessel, shall be settled by a special agreement to be concluded
immediately.

Trier, January 16, 1919.

• Not printed here.
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